Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PORT M 00331 060038Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INEO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-OI 
INR-IO L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-OI SP-02 SS-I5 
USIA-06 TRSE-00 10-13 /086 W 

122596 06004IZ/72 

R 030700Z MAR 78 
EM AMEMBASSY PORT MORESBY 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3111 
INEO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY SUVA 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
CINCPAC HONOLULU 
CINCPACREP GUAM/TTPI 

CONEIDENTIAL PORT MORESBY 0331 

CINCPAC ALSO EOR POLAD 

CINCPACREP GUAM PASS STATUS LNO 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDIP, PP, UR, CH, PR 

SUBJECT: SOVIETS, PRC AND PRANCE TO OPEN MISSIONS 

1 . POREIGN MINISTER OLEWALE TOLD ME VERY CONPIDENTIALLY 
LAST NIGHT AT A RECEPTION THAT HE HAD THAT DAY GIVEN 
PERMISSION EOR THE USSR, PRC AND FRANCE TO OPEN RESIDENT 
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS IN PORT MORESBY. HE SAID ALL THREE 
HAD BEEN ON HIS BACK ON THIS QUESTION SINCE HE BECAME 
POREIGN MINISTER. HE SAID HIS DECISION WOULD CREATE SOME 
PROBLEMS, BUT ADDED THAT THESE PEOPLE WOULD HAVE TO LEARN 
TO BEHAVE IN THE PACIPIC WAY IP THEY WANTED TO STAY HERE. 

CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PORT M 00331 060038Z 

2. COMMENT: ALL THREE GOVERNMENTS HAVE BEEN PRESSING 
TO ESTABLISH MISSIONS SINCE INDEPENDENCE (SEPTEMBER 1975) 

AND IT WAS OBVIOUS THAT THE GPNG WOULD AT SOME POINT 
AGREE. PIRST (TO OUR KNOWLEDGE) PUBLIC SHOWING OP 
SOVIET PILMS TOOK PLACE HERE LAST WEEK, AND PRESUMABLY 
THIS WAS BEGINNING OP THEIR CULTURAL PROGRAM HERE. 
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3. AT INDEPENDENCE PORT MORESBY HAD SEVEN DIPLOMATIC 
MISSIONS (AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, U.K., JAPAN, INDONESIA, 

PHILIPPINES AND U.S.) PLUS TWO INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES 
(UNDP AND WHO). SINCE INDEPENDENCE VATICAN AND EEC HAVE 
ESTABLISHED MISSIONS. HENCE THREE NEW MISSIONS WILL BE 
DISTINCT INCREASE IN DIPLOMATIC CORPS. ALL THREE WILL 
FACE HOUSING AND OFFICE SPACE PROBLEMS. EVEN THOUGH 
THREE NEW MULTI-STORY OFFICE BUILDINGS ARE JUST NOW 
OPENING TO OCCUPANCY, EEC MISSION IS UNABLE TO FIND 
OFFICE SPACE. HOUSING IS TIGHT AND RENTS WILL ESCALATE 
AS OFFICIALS OF THREE NEW MISSIONS SEEK ACCOMMODATION. 

OLMSTED 
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